
March 27, 2020 

 

Dear YINR Members, 

  

Faced with new and unprecedented circumstances, we have spent the last week exploring 

different options to open our Keilim Mikvah in time to tovel new items for Pesach. 

Unfortunately, in accordance with medical advice we have determined that it is not feasible 

to re-open the Mikvah. 

  

Tevilat Keilim (the immersion of vessels) is an important mitzvah. During this year of 

hazardous and unprecedented circumstances, please use the following guidelines: 

  

In the absence of a mikvah, it is ideal to find a safely accessible natural, flowing body of 

water (such as the ocean or a river; not a pond), where utensils can be immersed. The Long 

Island Sound is accessible in several spots including the beach at Rye Playland. You may 

make a bracha and immerse vessels as you would in a Keilim Mikvah. Please note that 

care must be taken to immerse the items in their entirety below the water. Refer 

to https://oukosher.org/blog/consumer-kosher/tevilas-keilim-a-primer/ for detailed 

information on the procedures for Tevilat Keilim.  The bracha for Tevilat Keilim is 

Baruch…Asher Kidshanu B’Mitzvosav V’Tzivanu Al Tevilas Keili (Keilim for multiple 

utensils). 

  

A second option is to Kasher items that are used year round, rather than buy new ones. For 

the laws of Kashering for Pesach please refer to  the OU Kashering Primer 

https://oukosher.org/content/uploads/sites/2/2020/03/PG20KasheringPrimer.pdf. 

  

A third option is to sell the vessels to a non-Jew who will allow you to borrow and use them. 

Since technically they are owned by a non-Jew, they do not require Tevilah. These vessels 

will be bought back after Pesach and should be Toveled then, as soon as possible. The 

Beth Din of America will be administering the sale of Keilim according to Halacha. 

Click here (https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9IrSF0L328QRUlFA3D4YpAcotZgrav-

u6UAFDXZXOCquxDw/viewform) for their form and instructions. 

  

Please note that the Mikvah of New Rochelle at 1228 North Avenue is for women only, and 

Tevilah of Keilim is not permitted there. 

  

As we enter into the month of Nissan we pray to see an end to our troubles and the 

beginning of our redemption. 

  

May we be blessed with a Chag Kasher v’Sameach and may we be able to celebrate 

together soon. 

  

Rabbi Reuven Fink 

Rabbi Chaim Axelrod 
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